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> TOTHI N G but the dying Requeſt of our 
l Dear and Reverend Friend and Brother, 

. VY whoſe Death we all ſo juſtly lament this Day, 
could have prevailed with me to appear in this Place, 
at this Time; being in many Reſpects unfit for fuch 
a Service, and having had but little Time to recollect 


my Thoughts, and put them in any tolerable Order, 


on that Portion of Scripture, which at the Deſire of our 
dear deceaſed Friend, is to be the Subject of Diſcourſe 
on this mournful Occaſion: but in a Dependance on 


Divine Grace, I ſhall endeavour, as the Lord ſhall 


aſſiſt, and your Time allow, to open. it up a little, 
and apply i 1 

It ſtands on Record in 2 Tim. iv. 6, 7,8. Four 1 
am now ready to be offered, and the Tine of 'ny Depar- 
ture is at hand. — ] have fought a good Fight, I have 


finiſhed my Courſe, I have kept the Paith. — Henceforth 


there is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which 
the Lord the Righteous Judge, ſpall give me at that 
Day, and not io me only, but naſe all them alſo that love 
_ bis appearing. 

The Apoſtle Paul, the Author of this Epiſtle, wrote 


It when he was a Priſoner at Rome, but as he was twice 


Aa Priſoner there, tis hard to tell whether it was dur- 


ing his firſt or ſecond Impriſonment; this Circum- 


ſtance ſignifies little to our preſent Purpoſe, and there- 


fore I ſay nothing more of it: Only tis more than | 
obable he had ſome ſecret ¶ impreſs'd on his ati * 


Kai 


ind by the Spirit of God, or from, ſome providen- 


tial — was made to gather, both that 
A 2 bis 


- 


(4) 


his Continuance in this World ſhould not be long, and 
that he ſhould finiſh his Courſe by Martyrdom, — 
And as a faithful-Soldier-of-Fefus-Chrift;-who had 
fought manfully under his Banner ; being now about 
to leave the Field of Battle, he hands down the 
Standard, or Banner, he had through Grace been 
enabled to diſplay in the 97 for him, and the 
Truth of his Go ay to Timothy, a "young - Miniſter, 
whom he was to leave behind him; and at the ſame 
Time that he puts it into his Hand, he gives him a 
ſolemn Charge to diſplay, fight under, and defendait 
in the ſame Manner he had Pen ver. 1, 2. I clarge 
* therefare before God, and the. Lord al. 
D Hall judge the Quick and the Me. d, at his Appear- 
ing, and 0 Kingdom : Preach the Ward, be Inſt ant in 
Seaſon, and out of 1 25 155 Fe. rebuke, exhort 
with all Long: ſa Auffering and Doctrine. — One would 
think he Saß, lis complex Charge to Timethy (and 
indeed not to him on 1 but to every faithful Miniſter 
of the Goſpel to the End of Time), in the ſame Way 
and Manner, we may ſuppoſe, a General would give 
Orders to his Officers in. the Heat of Action; who, 
from an earneſt Concern about the Iſſue of the Day, 
and ſeeing the Enemy ready to break in on all Sides, 
and how many Things are neceſſary to be inſtantly 
done; is at a kind of Loſs what to bid them do firſt, 
and therefore gives forth as many Orders as he roll. 
bly can in one Breath, 
Like a wiſe and ſkillful Veteran, who had been long g 
in the Service, and was not ignorant of the Enemy's 
evices ; in the zd Verſe he at once aſſigns a Reaſon 
why he gave ſo ſolemn a Charge to Timothy, and 
warns him of an approaching Evil, even an Attack 
which he foreſaw would be made on the Truth and 
Holineſs of the Goſpel ; for theſe two ſtand and fall 
together. When once Perſons are brought to be 
| careleſs about, and left to give. up with the Truth of 
the Goſpel, the gligeſßß of it will ſoon follow. — 
And how can it be otherwiſe? for the Santtification of 
tbe Vit: is carried on through the Belief of the Truth, 2 
Theſ. 
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Tbeſ. ii. 13. The Time will come, ſays he, when they 
will not endure ſound Defrine; but after their own 
Luſts ſpall they heap 'to' themſelves Teachers, having 
itebing Ears, vir. 4. And they fhail turn away their 

Ears from the Truth,' and ſhall be turned unto Fables.— 
After which Warning, he doubles his Charge, gives 
him another complex one, which be delivers with ſo 
much Earneſtneſs and Concern, as if he would have 
him obey it all at once. gp" 5. But walch thou in 
all Things, endure Aflictious, do the Work of an Evan- 
geliſt, Make full Proof of thy Miniſtry. — And then he 
adds in the Words of the Text, for I am now read) 
to be offered, &c. — As if he had ſaid, do all this, the 
rather that I am now about to quit the Field, and go+ 
ing to receive the glorious Reward ; and as you would 
wiſh to make ſuch an Exit, as I am now thro' Grace 
to do; as you would wiſh to come off a Conqueror, 
and receive the Vidtor's Crown from the Lord the 
Rightrous Judge, keep up the Warfare, maintain the 
glorious Struggle to the End of your Late, as I, have 
done. For I am now ready, &c. 

In which Words we have theſe three Things r res 
markable. | 
1. The Frame and: Diſpoſition of the Apoſtle's 
Mind in the View of leaving this World, J am now 
ready to be offered. — I don't lay ſo much Streſs on the 
Sound of the Word ready in our Tranſlation, as on 
the evident Senſe of the Phraſe in the Original, 
zan dH, I am already poured out, ſo ſome ren- 
der it. There ſeems to be in the Expreſſion an 
evident Alluſion to the Librations which were uſed 
in ſacrificing, when they poured Wine on the Head 
of the Sacrifice, which according to ſome, render'd 
it certain, that that, on which the Wine was poured, 
and no other, ſhould at that Time be offered 
The Apoſtle. uſes the ſame Words, ſpeaking of his 
own Death, Pbil. ii. 17. Yea, and if I le offered, or 
Poured forth, «pon the Sacrifice and Service of Jour 
Faith, I rgoice, &c, - © 

Tis 
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Tis as much as to ſay, in whatever Shape Death 
may appear, *tis not at all frightful to me, though [I 
ſhould be called, as I know I ſhall, to ſeal the Truth 
J have preached, with my Blood. I am in this b-- 
forehand with my Perſobunizy) ; I have already off d 
myſelf, in Reſolution, and when it comes to the Buſh, 
J ſhall not take a Moment to heſitate about it: I am 
ready for them, ready for the great Event, and as 
willing to offer my Life as they can poſſibly be to take 
it. And the Time of my Departure is at Hand, viz. 
Out of this World by Death: — Some tranſlate the 
Word to be diffolved ; thus Death is called a Diſſo- 
lution, — It ſignifies alſo, To return Home: So 
the Word is uſed, Luke xii, 36. To be diſmiſſed out 
of Life, in this Senſe, the Apoſtle uſes the Word, 
Phil. i. 23. The Verb in theſe Places and the Text 
is the ſame,” avanuw. | 

Both Expreſſions put together point out the Belief 
he had that this World was not the Place of his A- 
bode, he neither expected nor deſired to ſtay long in 
it, but was ready waiting for a Diſmiſſion; and in- 
Read of being afraid with any Amazement at Death, 
even in its moſt formidable Shape, with a peaceful 
and eaſy Serenity of Mind, he looks forward to it 
with Pleaſure and Satisfaction. Oo bleſſed and deſira- 
ble Attainment! 

2. Areflex View which the Apoſtle takes of what had 


been his Conduct in this World, ſince the Time he be- 


gan to fight under the Redeemer's Banner ; and it was 
ſuch as yielded him Peace and holy Joy in the View 
of leaving the World for good and all, 7 have fought a 
good Fight, I have finiſhed my Courſe, I have kept the 
Faith. I have not lived a Life of worldly Eaſe and 
Pleaſure on Earth; on the contrary, it has been one 
continued Conflit with the Powers of Darkneſs and 
wicked Men.—But that has not moved me, I think 
never the worſe of Chriſt and his Cauſe, that I have 
been obliged to fight my Way through Tribulations, 
Trials and Afflictions of various Kinds: For it has 
been a good Fight ; and all the Hardſhips [ have inet 
Win 
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with have never made me to this Day faint, or 
think of turning back. None of them have moved 
me, neither have I counted my Life dear unto me: And 
now I have finiſhed my Courſe with Foy, and the Mi- 
niſtry I have received of the Lord Jeſus, Acts xx. 24. 
3. The comfortable and believing Proſpect he 
takes of what was awaiting him in the other World, 
as the gracious and free Reward of all his Sufferings 
and Labours in this, Henceforth there is laid up for me 
a Crown of Righteouſneſs, &c. In this he was a Fol- 
lower of Chriſt : For he went to the Crown by the 
Way of the Croſs: And for the Joy that was ſet 
| before him, be endured the Croſs and deſpiſed the Shame, 
Heb. xii, 2. Faith can look through and beyond the 
dark and gloomy Diſpenſations of Providence in this 
World, and ſee an eternal Sun-ſhine on the other 
Side of Death and the Grave; — It views the Glo- 
ry after to be revealed as promiſed, and therefore 
certain; it as it were lifts the good Things contained 
in the Promiſes out of their State of Futurity and Di- 
ſtance, and renders them near and preſent to the Soul: 
For it is the Evidence of Things not ſeen, and the Subſtance 
ef Things hoped for, Heb. xi T. 
What J have farther to offer from theſe Words, ſhall 
be comprehended in theſe three following Obſerva- 
tions, which I ſhall explain in this Order, and then 
apply. | | | 


I. Every true Servant and Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, 
from a Perſuaſion that this World is not the Place 
of his Abode and Reſt, ſhould be willing and 

ready, from gracious Principles, to leave it when- 
ever he in Providence calls him ſo to do. 

II. That in Order to attain this deſirable Frame of 
Mind, Chriſtians ought diligently and earneſtly to 
ply the ſeveral Duties which lie before them, as Diſ- 

ciples of Jeſus Chriſt, 3 | $08 

III. To encourage all the ſincere Servants and Fol- 

lowers of Chriſt to fight the good Fight, &c. — 
There is a Crown of Righteouſneſs laid up for 


( | 
them: An anni of Bliſs awaits chem D the 
other World. | 2 


Obſ. x. Rom true Se wah and Diſciple of Jens 
Chriſt, Sc. — The Truth contained in the firſt Part 
_ of this Obſervatian, namely, that this World is not 
the Place of the Chriſtian's Abode and Reſt; will be: 
evident from theſe. following Conſiderations, which 
may ferve as a Ground of the Perſwaſion ſpoken of. 
— 1. The Chriſtian by his New Birth is formed for 
Things higher than this World can afford. There's 
nothing in it ſuited to his Taſte as a New: Creature, 
or that can ſatisfy the Deſires of that divine Principle, 
which is implanted in the Soul in Regeneration; yea, 
I may ſay, there is every Thing in it ſufficient to 
make him heartily fick of it, and long to be out of 
ite for it is full of Sin and Vanity, — Wherever we 
caſt our Eyes in this World, we ſee nothing but Sin, 
or the Effects of it; at beſt tis but a lying Vanity, 
that yields nothing but Vexation of Spirit. The Chri- 
ſtian, when acted by Principles agreeable ta the Newt 
Nature, can take Pleaſure in nothing below the En- 
joyment of God; can delight in nothing, but in ſo“ 
far as God is to be ſeen, and enjoyed in it, — The 
Language of the renewed: Soul is, hom hays: I in 
Heaven but thee? and there is none upon Eerth 4m 
befides thee, Plal. Ixxiii. 25. Theſe holy and. gray: 
cious Deſires inſeparable from renewed Souls, are im- 
planted in the Heart, by him whoſe Workmanſhip: 
the New Creature is; and as they proceed from him, 
ſo, they lead the Soul back to him, in the fervent 
Venta of Faith and Love: For Grace in the Saul 
of the Believers, is a Hell of Water, ſpringing up into 

everlaſting: Life, John iv. 14, — Nothing can ſatisfy! 
; the Deſires of 3 Soul but God, and He that 
ſatisfieth the Deſires of every living T bing, by giving 
them plentifully Things agrecable to their ſeveral 
Natures, will never put the New Creature off with! 
leſs than he has taught it, to ſeek and deſire even 
the n of himſelf in a better World, where 


ever 
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every one mall be A with all the Fulneſs of * 


Eph. in. 19. 
2. By his Profeſſion as a Chriſtian, he's called, yea 
bound to renounce and leave it in Point of Deſire and 


Affection, and that in Conformity to Chriſt. Our 
bleſſed Lord was in the World, not as a Native, but a 


Stranger ; and he had no Inheritance in ir, tho? he 
was Lord of all : he was dead to, while he lived in it. 
In Conformity to him, his Diſciples are called to re- 

nounce it as a Portion, and a Place of Abode: this, in 
a particular Manner, diſtinguiſhes them from the Men 
of the World, who deſire and know no other Portion. 


When the Chriſtian is ſeparated from them by Rege- 


nerating Grace; his Sentiments of Things are quite 
chang' d, he no more looks on the World as his Por- 
tion and Reſting- place, but views it as a thorough- 
Fare or Paſſage, thro? which he is to go into the hea- 


venly Inheritance, the true, the eternal Reſt, prepared 


for him in the other World. The Language of 
_ Chriſt, in this Caſe, to all his Followers is, as in Mic. 
ü. 10, Ariſe ye and depart, for this is not your Reſt : be- 
cauſe it is polluted. — Come with me from Lebanon, my 


Spouſe , with me from Lebanon, Sc. Song iv. 8. In 
Conſequence of which call the Language of the Chriſtian 
is with the Apoſtle, Gal, vi. 14. God forbid that 1 ſhould 
glory, ſave in the Croſs of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, by whom 


the World is crucified unto me, and JI unto the World. 


3. The Death, Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, and Inter- 


ceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, have all of them a particular 
View to this. — Thro' the Death of his Croſs, all.crue 
Believers are crucified and dead to this preſent evil 
World : for he gave bimſelf for our Sins, that he might 


deliver us from it, Gal. i. 4. He roſe from the Dead, 


that we might riſe with him to a Newneſs of Life; 


hence we are faid to be planted together in the Likeneſs 


of his Reſurrection, Rom. vi. 5. He did not riſe from 

the Grave, with a View to continue in this World, 

but that he might leave it altogether, and go to his 

Father. — I aſcend to ny Father, John xx. With a 

View to this Chriſtians are exhorted to prove their be- 
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( 100 
ing riſes with him, by their ſeeking the 7. bings that are 
above, where be fits at the Right Hand of God, Col. 
111. 1. — He aſcended up on high, and left our World, 
that he might indue Time gather all his People out of it, 
and bring them to the ſame happy Place with himſelf, 
Jobn xiv. 2, 3.1 go to prepare a Place for you. And if 
[go and prepare a Place for you, I will come again, and 


receive you unto myſelf, that where I am, there ye may be 


alſo. — For this alſo he is interceeding at the Father's 
Right Hand above, thus in Jobn xvii. in which we 
have a Sample of his Interceſſion, ver. 24, Father, I 
will, that they alſo whom thou haſt given me, be with 
me where 1 am. — From all which Conſiderations, * tis 
methinks, an undeniable Truth, that this World is not 
the Place of our Abode and Reſt; and if this is the 
Caſe, then *tis our Wiſdom, as well as Duty, to be 
prepared and ready to leave it at the Lord's Call, and 
we know not how ſoon that may come. 

This Readineſs the Chriſtian ſhould be in, is Two- 

fold; Habitual, in Reſpe& of our State; and Actual, 
in Reſpect of our Frame. 
1. Habitual, in Reſpect of our State, i in which there 
muſt be both a RELATIVE and REAL Change. — By 
Nature we are Criminals in the Sight of God, Enemies 
to him, Children of the Devil, and of Wrath, lying 
under the Curſe of the Law. — Dying in this State 
makes Perſons miſerable beyond Thought or Expreſ- 
fon : for it fixes them in the Pit of everlaſting De- 
ſtruction, out of which there is no Redemption. 

But by Grace there's a bleſſed and glorious Change 
made in our State, when we are juſtified freely through 
the Imputation of the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; in Con- 
ſequence of which, the Sentence of Death is taken off, 
a free Pardon is put into the Sinner's Hand : he is 
received into the Family of God, ſtands in the Rela- 
tion ofa Child to him, is made an Heir of God, and a 
Joint-Heir with Chrift, — Moreover, there muſt be a 
REAL Change made in our State; by Nature we are 
dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, altogether deſtitute of a 
Principle of ſpiritual Life; dead unto God, as really 


—— 


Chr) 
as Men are dead unto this World, when there is a Se- 
paration between their Souls and their Bodies; for 
God the Life of our Souls is departed from us, we are 
without him in the World, Eph. ii. 12.—And as Death, 
in a natural Senſe, is the Entrance of Corruption, 
makes the Body a loathſome ſtinking Carcaſs, not to 
be beheld without the utmoſt Diſlike and Horror; 


and the longer it continues in Death, it grows worſe 


and worſe, ſinks deeper in Corruption, which makes 
it neceſſary to bury it out of Sight; ſo it is with the 


Soul that is ſpiritually dead, it is unholy, filthy and 


polluted all over. — Sin, which is the Corruption of 
the Soul, reigns in the natural Man, in all the Facul- 
ties of his Soul, and all the Members of his Body, 
and while he is in this State, his living lively unmor- 
tified Luſts gather Strength, and multiply as Vermin 
do in a dead Body, — This is a humbling, but true 
View of our State by Nature, the State in which 
Jeſus Chriſt finds us, Arr he works this real Change 


we are ſpeaking of; and it is effeCtuated by his 


quickening the dead Soul in the Day of Power, and 
making it ſpiritually alive, by his Holy Spirit, paſſively 
received, whereby a new Principle of Action is com- 
miuniceted ; in Conſequence of which, the Soul is ena- 
bled to believe in Jeſus Chriſt, and actively unite with 
him; and from this Zeal, and actual Union with him, 
ariſes a continual Communication of ſanctifying Influ- 
ences, whereby the Soul is enabled daily to die unto 
Sin, and live unto God; t cleanſe itſelf from all Fil- 
thineſs of the Fleſh and Spirit, and to perfect Holineſs in 
the Fear of God, 2 Cor. vii. 1. 

The RELATIVE Change in our State, is neceſſary 


to found our Right and Title to Heaven, and the RA. 


one to make us meet for it; anſwering the Two. fold 


Unfitneſs for Heaven, all Mankind by Nature labour 


under; namely, Legal and Moral. By our ſinning a- 
gainſt God, we forfeited all Right and Title to Hez- 
ven, the Law forbids our entering there; by the Sen- 
| tence of it we are attainted as Rebels againſt our Sove- 


reign ; and by our being unholy and polluted, we are 
2 morally 
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morally unfit for it, as thereby we can neither reliſh 


the. holy Exerciſes, nor the holy Enjoyments of that 
happy Place. — But by the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus our 
Lord, which is imputed to us in Juſtification, the At- 
tainder is taken off, and the Right we loſt regained ; 


and by the ſanctifying Influences of his Holy Spirit, we 
are made meet to be Partakers of the Inheritance of the 
Saints in Light. 


2, Actual in reſpect of our F rame and Circum- 


ſtances, the former gives us a ſafe, but this an abun- 


dant Entrance into Heaven, 2 Pet. i. 10, 11. — The 


one ſecures our Souls, ſo as in the Iſſue of Things 
they cannot periſh; the other has ſuch an Influence 
on the inward Temper and Frame of the Mind, as 


makes and keeps one eaſy and comfortable in all poſ- 
ſible Events. — On this Head, for Brevity fake, I ſhall 


do little more than mention the following Things. — 


Such as maintaining and keeping up Communion and 


. Fellowſhip with God in all holy Duties, viz. Secret 


Prayer, reading and hearing the Word, Meditation, 


Praiſes, folemn Faſting and Humiliation, as ones Caſe 
and providential Circumftances may require, and the 
Lord's Supper. 


Theſe are inſtituted Means of Hea- 

ven's Appointment, for our holding a Correſpondence 
with that bleſſed Place, and in which God communi- 
cates the Influences of his Grace to our Souls. — This 


holy Fellowſhip not only fills | the Mind with a divine 


Serenity and Peace, but *tis of an aſſimulating Nature: 
for Fellowſhip begets Likeneſs. — It was this that fitted 
Enoch for his Removal out of our World. He walked 
201th God, and he was not, for God took him, Gen. v. 
24. — Purity of Heart and Conſcience, is another Part 
of this actual Readineſs, and ſprings from the other; 
the more we converſe with God, the more holy, circum- 


ſpect and tender we ſhall be in all Manner of Converſa- 
tion, and it will make us ſtand at an awful Diſtance, 
from every Thing that may occafion or ſtrengthen a 


ſtanding Quarrel or Controverſy between God and the 
Soul. — Herein, lays the Apoſtle, do 1 exerciſe myſelf 
io have always a Conſcience void of Offence toward 
_— Fo 
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Sud, and toward * Acts xxiv. 16. A daily improv- 
ing of the Blood of Atonement by Faith; of Chriſt Je- 

ſus as made of God unto us Sanctification, is abſolutely 

neceſſary to this. Again, a Heart weaned from a pre- 

ſent World, is inſeperable from this Frame of Mind we 


are ſpeaking of. That Perſon whoſe Heart cleaves to 


a preſent World; whoſe Heart ſinks or elates, as it 
ſmiles and frowns ; whoſe Heart is rack'd with its 
Cares, and full of its Projects, is far from being actu- 
ally ready to remove out of it. — When ſuch a one 
comes to die; he is like unripe Fruit, that requires a 
conſiderable Pull to pluck it off the Tree; but the Chri- 
ſtian, whoſe Heart is weaned from, and dead to the 
World, is like Fruit fully ripe, that drops at the firſt 


Touch. — *Tis Matter of deep Regret, that there are 


few ſuch Chriſtians to be found. — Moreover, Dili- 
gence in our Generation Work, in performing the ſe- 
veral Duties which le before. us, as Chriſtians, and 
Members of civil Society with Diligence and Diſpatch, 

belongs to this actual Readineſs, — The Time of our 
Continuance in this World is both ſhort and uncertain ; 
the Duties we have to do are many and great, and 
much depends on their being done in their Seaſon, — 
There's no Room for Slumbering or Idleneſs; loyter- 
ing in the Day-time makes a reſtleſs and uneaſy Night: 

but the Sleep of a labouring Man is fweet, Ecclel. v. 12. 
David was ready, in this Reſpect, and it made his Re- 
moval eaſy and pleaſant; for it is part of the ſavory 
Character he left behind him, after he had ſerved bis own 
Generation by the Will of God, Be fell on ſleep, and was 
laid unto his Fal bers, Acts xiii. 36.—A well grounded 
Hope and Expectation of a better Life in the other 
World, is alſo an eſſential Branch of this Readineſs.— 

When 1 ſay an eſſential Branch, let it be noted, that 
I don't ſpeak of the Meaſure, but the Truth and Rea- 
lity of this Hope: and for Perſons to pretend to be will- 
ing to leave this World without it, ſpeaks out either 
brutiſh Stupidity, a deluſive Security, or deſperate Im- 
patience, — In all which Caſes, Perſons are far from be- 


ing ready, however willing ey may ſeem to go into 
| the 
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(14) 
the other World,—This well-grounded Hope, is that 
which the Apoſtle expreſſes in Chap. i. of this Epiſtle, 
ver. 12, For I know whom I have believed, and am 


perſtwaded that be is able to keep that which I have com- 


— unto bim againſt that Day.— A firm Belief of the 
great Event, viz. of our leaving this World at the Hour 
of Death, animating to Watchfulneſs, and waiting muſt 
not be excluded from i it. That the Lord will come to 
and call each of us, is an undeniable Truth, but when, 
we are altogether uncertain z and this is ſo ordered, 

that we may avoid Security, and be like the Servants 
our Lord ſpeaks of, Luke xii. 35, 36. who being wea- 
ried with the Fatigues of the Day, and longing to go 
to reſt, are waiting for their Lord's Coming, that when 
be cometh and knocketh, they may open to him immediately. 

—To all which I may add, the having a due Regard to 
what the Scripture calls a ſetting our Houſe in Order, 
La. xxxviii. 1. Endeavouring as much as poſſible to 
have our worldly Affairs in ſuch a Situation, as they 
may afford no matter of Quarrel and Diſpute among 


ſurviving Friends; Religion may not ſuffer when we 
are gone, and no one may be wronged. 


By comparing and putting theſe T hings together, 
we may have ſome Notion of this actual Preparation to 
leave the World at the Lord's Call; and where, thro' 
Grace, one 1s helped to ſuch a Preparation, there wilt 
ſurely be a correſpondent Willingneſs. This belag me 
to the 

II. Obſervation, That in order to attain this defirable 


Frame of Mind, Chriſtians ought diligently and ear- 


neſtly to ply the ſeveral Duties which lie before them, 
as Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, — Here I ſhall confine my- 
ſelf to the Things mentioned in the Text, viz. I have 


fought, &c.— have finiſh d, &c. I have kept, &c. and 


explain them in order, as they lye before us. 
Firſt, I have fought a good Fight, Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord is cloathed with that great and honourable Cha- 
racer the Captain of our Salvation; and as he fought 
his Way to the Crown through an Hoſt of Adverſa- 
zies, ſo muſt all his Diſciples if they would follow 
him: 
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him: For they are predeſtinated to be conformed to bis 
Image, Rom. viii. 29, — conformed to him in Suffer- 


ing as well as Glory. — The Way to the Kingdom 


lies through a Field of Battle, and there is no avoiding 
it; they muſt fight every Inch of their Way with 
Courage and Reſolution : For the Kingdom of Heaven 
ſuffereth Violence, and the Violent take it by Force. — 


Now every Chriſtian when he believes in Jeſus Chriſt, 
liſts himſelf under his Banner to fight his Battles; he 


gives up his Name to him, and engages in his Strength 
to war againſt all his Enemies, whether within or 


without him, — Theſe Enemies are ſtrong and power- 


ful ; and if the Captain of Salvation,did not furniſh us 
with Weapons proper for this good Fight, and Cou- 
rage and Skill to manage them too, we could do no- 


thing in this Warfare. Other Commanders may put 


Weapons in the Hands of their Soldiers, but they 
can't give them Strength and Courage, but Jeſus 
Chriſt gives both. —The Adverſaries we have to fight 
with in this Warfare are, (1.) The Luſts of our own 
Hearts, the Luſts of the Fleſh and of the Spirit. 


And Oh, how difficult and hard is it to fight againſt 


theſe! ſo hard and difficult, that it is compared to the 
cutting off a right Hand and Foot, and the plucking 
out a right Eye. When we are ſtriving againſt them, 
and aiming at putting them to Death, how often do 
they ſcreen themſelves under ſomething that is dear 
unto us, and ſtart up before us, like another ſelf, cry- 
ing out for Quarter, ſaying as Peter did, on another 
Occaſion, to his Lord: Maſter, ſpare thyſelf. And 


When at any Time we hearken to them in this (which, 


alas! we too often do) Oh what ſad Havock do they 
make in our Souls! How is the Conſcience burdened 


with Guilt and wounded, whereby we become like 


one who is faint through the Loſs of Blood and Spi- 
rits ; and oftimes tis long (if ever) ere we recover our 


former Strength. — Oh the Need of keeping a watch- 


ful and a jealous Eye upon theſe ſecret Enemies with- 
in us, and of warring daily againſt them, becauſe they 
war againſt our Souls, 1 Pet, il. 11, (2.) The Powers 
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of Darkness, the Devil and his black Legions, theſe 
alſo we have to encounter in this good Fight. — Theſe 
Adverſaries are at once powerful and ſubtil. Hence 
Satan gets the Names of the Strong Man, and of the 
Old Serpent. Great is his Power in the material, but 
greater ſtill in the intellectual World: For he knows 
human Nature thoroughly, is intimately acquainted 
with the weak Side of every Individual of Mankind, 
and can ſuit his Temptations fo artfully to their ſe. 
veral Weakneſſes, as to carry them captive at his Plea- 
ſure; excepting ſuch who are engaged in this good 
Fight, whoſe Minds are fortified by the Grace of God 
againſt him.— Tis only by the Teaching of the Holy 
Spirit, and a Courſe of Chriſtian Experience, that we 
come to know his Devices; ſometimes he acts as a 
cunning Serpent, exerciſing Wiles and Deceit ; ſome- 

rimes as a roaring Lion, threatening, immediate De- 
ſtruction, and though *tis much more dangerous to 
meet him in the firft Shape than the Jaſt, yet "tis ne- 
ceſſary we beware of, and reſiſt him in both. Epbeſ. 
vi. 11. Put on the whole Armour of God, that ye may 
be able to ſtand againſt the Wiles of the Devil. — For 
we wreſtle not i Fleſh and Blood, but againſt. Prin. 
cipalities, againſt Powers, againſt the Rulers of the 
Darkneſs of this World, againſt ſpiritual Wickedneſs in 
bigh Places. — 1 Pet. v. 8. Be ſober, be vigilant; be- 
cauſe your Adverfary the Devil, as a roaring Lion, 
walketh about, ſeeking whom he may devour, — (3.) A 
eſent evil World is another grand Enemy we have 
to do with in this good Fight, — The Things of the 
World, the Riches, the Honours and Pleaſures of it. 
Not that theſe are abſolutely evil and unlawful in them- 
ſelves, but only in ſo far as the Love of them is inordi- 
nate, the Purſuit after them keen and eager, and the 
Enjoyment of them leads the Mind away from Gad. 
1 Tim. vi. 8, 9, 10, 11, compared with 17,18, 19 Verſes. 
— The Cuſtoms of the World, as well its vain as its 
vile Cuſtoms: For in theſe Things the Diſciples of 
Chriſt-are not to be conformed to the World, but to be 
transformed by the renewing of their Minds, Rom. xii. 
2. 
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2. How elſe can they prove that they are come out 
from among them, and are ſeperate, 2 Cor. vi. 17. 
| but by their being different from them intheir Spirit and 
A Ways — I may add the Men of the World: For 
Chriſtians many Times have no ſmall Struggle with 
them. There is a rooted Hatred and Prejudice in the 
Hearts of natural Men to the Children of God; and 
however they may have a kind of Love and Eſteem 
for ſome of them, becauſe of the Gifts of Nature or. 
acquired Abilities which they have in common with 
themſelves; or for their moral Qualifications, where- 
by they are fitted for being uſeful and comfortable 
Members of Society, yet as Saints, as Children of 
God renewed in the Spirit of their Minds in Regene- 
ration, and manifeſting itin the Whole of their Practice 
and Walk in theſe Reſpects, if not openly, yet ſecretly 
they both hate and deſpiſe them. — Sometimes the Men 
of the World ſmile upon Chriſtians, and thereby try 
to allure them out of the Way of Truth and Holineſs; 
ſometimes they frown upon them, and thereby try ta 
fright them out of it by their Scoffs, cruel Mockings, 
Calumnies and Reproaches; and when it is in the 
Power of their Hands, by open and violent Perſecution 
of their Perſons, even to the taking away their Lives. 
Sometimes their Attacks are more directly formed 
againſt the Truth of the Goſpel, as it is laid down in 
the Word of God, and profeſſed by Chriſtians, endea- 
vouring to corrupt it by their vain Babblings, carnal 
Reaſonings, and the falſe Gloſſes which they would put 
upon it; ſome of this Sort the Apoſtle mentions in 
this Epiſtle, and complains of, Chap. ii. 16, 17, 18. 
But ſhun prophane and vain Babblings; for they will 
increaſe unto more Ungodlineſs. And their Word will eat 
as doth a Canker, of whom is Hymeneus and Philetus, 
who concerning the Truth have erred, &c. Ch. iii. 8, Now 
as Jannes and Jambres withſtood Moſes, ſo do theſe alſo 
ho re/iſt the Truth: Men of corrupt Minds, reprobate con- 
cerning the Faith. — And Verſe 14. of this Chap. 
| Alexander the Copperſmith did me much evil. Of whom 
be thou aware alſo: For be hath greatly withſtood our 
vg C Words. 
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it is a conſiderable Draw-back upon it. Hut here none 


On) 


Wd: Nov in all theſe Things the Servants and 


iſciples of Chriſt, according to the Nature of the 
Warfare in which they are engaged, and by the ſpiri- 
tual Weapons of the Goſpel, they are to oppoſe and 
fight againſt the World; the Things, the Cuſtoms, 
and the Men of it, ſhewing themſelves valiant for the 
Lord and his Truth. — Theſe are the Enemies, my 
Brethren, we have to encounter with in this good 
Fight; and however hard and difficult it _ be to 

leſh and Blood, yet it will appeat to be a good 

ight, if we conſider theſe three Things. 
Iſt. In regard it is a lawful War and Fight. — No 
War is or can be good to the Party that enters into it 
without regard to Juſtice and Equity; therefore 
Princes in their Declarations of War againſt one an- 


other, commonly ſay, Truſting to the Goodneſs of their | 


Cauſe, and relying upon God, &c. None can ſpeak this 


Language with greater Juſtneſs than the Saints: For 
they have indeed Law and Right on their Side. 
The Enemies of the Chriſtian aim at nothing leſs than 
his Life, the Life of his Soul; and Nature itſelf teaches 
Men to defend themſelves by all lawful Means againſt 
wicked Murderers who come to take away their Life. 


The grand Adverſary Satan, is expreſly called the 


Murderer by him who cannot lie, Jobn viii. 44. And 
this Conſideration, together with the Command of 
the Captain of our Salvation to reſiſt A nn 


makes this Fight a good one to us.— 


2dly, Tis a good Fight, in regard we hurt none 
in it but the Enemies of God, and of our owa Souls; 


none but the Brood of Hell.—In Wars among Men, 


let the Cauſe in which they fight be ever ſo good, 
and the Victory too ſhould . itſelf in favour of 
Truth and Juſtice, yet it muſt give Pain to the Con- 


queror's Heart, if he has but the leaſt Degree of 


Humanity, to ſee what Havock is made among 
Creatures of his own Species, ſo that (as one well 


Words it) The Hero muſt needs ſtruggle: hard with 


the Man before he can rejoice in his Victory, at leaſt 


but 
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but the Devil and the Body of Sin are Sufferers 3 and 


who would refuſe to act offenſively againft them? 


None who love God and their own Souls; none who 


are concerned in earneſt about eternal Salvation.” 
3dly, *Tis a good Fight, if we conſider that however 
hard and difficult it is during its Continuance, yettheTf- 


ſue of it is certain Victory. No earthly Commander can 


pr romiſe this to his Soldiers, yea many Times where there 
the greateſt Probability of overcoming; they meet with 
a Diſappointment ;z but Jeſus Chriſt the Captain of our 
Salvation leads all his Soldiers to certain Victory; ſo cer. 
tain that they cannot fail of it: For it is exemplified in 


his own Perſon. He holds out the Crown ſpoken of in 
the Text to every one of them, and affures them, that as 


he overcame, and is now ſet down with his Father in his 


Throne, ſo they alſo ſhall overcome, and have it granted 
-, 0 them to fit with him in his Throne, Rev. iii. 2 1. 


Tea, not only is the Victory certain, but during 


the" Continuance of the Fight he ſtrengthens them 
for it, and ſtands by them in it; He is their Second 


in all Caſes, A preſent Help in Time of Trouble. 
There is no ſuch Thing as the forlorn Hope in his 


Camp, if he calls to hard and difficult Service he gives 


ſuitable Strength for it; even when we are preſſed out 


of Meaſure above Strength, and we as it were deſpair 
even of Life, yet then he delivers, and ſuffers not the 


Enemy to triumph, 2 Cor. i. 8, 9, 10. For he ſtrengtb. 
eneth the Spoiled againſt the Strong, ſo that the Spoiled 
ſhall come againſt the Fortreſs, Amos v. 9. Say then, 
Chriſtian, is not this a good Fight in -which ye are 
engaged? Andif ye would manage it ſucceſsfully, the 


following Things muſt be attended to. 


1. Take the Weapons Chriſt has appointed : Fot 
if we uſe any other we can't expect Succeſsz we have 
a particular Enumeration of theſe Weapons in Epb. vi. 
11, and downwards, — Put on the whole Armour of 
God, that ye may be able to ſtand againſt the Wiles of 
the Devil: For we wreſtle not againſt 7700 and Blood, but 
ag ainſt Principalities, againſt Powers, againſt the Rulers 


neſs 
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| neſs in bigh Places.” Wherefore take unto you the whole 
 Aymonr of God, "that ye may be able to withſtand in the 
evil Day. — Stand therefore, having your Loins girt a- 
bout with Truth, and having on the Breaſt. plate of 
Righteouſneſs, and your Feet ſhod with the Preparation 
of the Goſpel of Peace; above all, taking the Shield of 
Faith, wherewith ye ſhall be able to quench all the fiery 
Darts of the wicked one. And take the Helmet of Sal- 
vation, and the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word 
of God: Praying always with all Prayer and Suppli- 
cation in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all 
Perſeverance, — Theſe are the Weapons, they are 
ſuited to the Nature of the Warfare, and none other 
will do. — When we are conflicting with the Powers 
of Darkneſs, and in Danger of being overcome by 
ſtrong Temptations, in this Caſe reaſoning won't do; 
the Enemy laughs at the Shaking of that Spear; but 
the Sword of the Spirit in the Hand of Faith will 
make all the Devils in Hell tremble : For' they have 
no Armour Proof againſt this Weapon, it is a tried 
one, there's none like it. — When we are called to 
defend the Truth of the Goſpel againſt Hereticks and 
Gainſayers, we muſt ſtill have Recourſe to the Maga- 
- zine of Scripture, and fetch our Armour from thence, 
if we would do any thing to purpoſe, — Thus the 
Apoſtle lays it down as a Qualification of a true Go- 
ſpel Miniſter and faithful Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt, that 
he hold faſt the faithful Word — that he may be able 


by ſound Doctrine both to exhort and convince the 


Gain-ſay ers — Zit. i. 9. And when wc have the Men 
of the World to deal with as Perſecutors and Slanderers, 
we are commanded to arm ourſelves with the ſame 
Mind as was in Chriſt, 1 Pet. iv. 1. Patience in ſuf- 
fering, and a holy committing of ourſelves to him 
that judgeth righteouſly je: 

2. Let us beware of going out againſt our Ene- 
mies in our own Strength, otherwiſe we ſhall ſoon find 
that the weakeſt of them is more than a Match for us; 
and they will triumph over us as the Philiſtines did over 
Samſon when his Strength departed from him, — Me 
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28 go out in the Name and Strength of the Captain 


of our Salvation, as the Apoftle ſpeaks in Chap. li. of 
this Epiſtle, Ver. 1, Thou therefore, my Son, be ftrong 


in the Grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus, And in the fore- 
cited Text, Eph. vi. before the Apoſtle mentions ei- 
ther the Enemies we have to do with, or the Weapons 
-we are to uſe in this good Fight, Ver. 10, ſays he, Be 
ſtrong in the Lord, and inthe Power of his Might.---Sure- 


ly in Jehovah have Strength, may every Chriſtian ſay, 


and this is the only Way to be an Overcomer, — 


3. If we would manage this good Fight ſucceſsfully, 


wie mult beware of holding any ſecret Correſpondence . 
with the Enemy; that is, looking with a wiſhful Eye 


to, or making ſecret Proviſion for any beloved Luſt. 

— This is a Crime that is juſtly accounted Treachery 
among Men, and is puniſhed with Death. Let us 
beware of dallying with Temptations, or yielding to 
them in the leaſt, leſt God ſhould be provoked to 
leave us in the Hands of our Enemies, and give us o- 


ver to their Power. 


4. We mult never beat a Parley, nor grant any 
Cellation of Arms. — Some Sins and Temptations are 
of ſuch a Nature, that it is not ſafe ſo much as to enter 
into ſpeaking Terms with them; for if we do, tis 
an hundred to one but they obtain an Advantage o- 
ver us; therefore when they offer to ſpeak with us, 
our ſafeſt Courſe is to ſtop our Ears and flee from 


them: For there is no other Way of overcoming 
them. This would be thought a ſtrange Way of over- 


coming an Enemy among Men: On the contrary, 
tis with them a Sign of being overcome; but in this 
Caſe tis quite otherwiſe, There are two Sins the 
Apoſtle particularly mentions that are of the Nature I 
now ſpeak of, namely, youthful Luſts, and a covetous 
Deſire of the Things of a preſent World. 2 Tim. ii. 
22. Flee youthful Luſts. — 1 Tim. vi. 9, 10, 11. But 
they that will be rich fall into Temptation, and a Snare, 
and many fooliſh and hurtful Luſts, which drown Meu 


in Deſiruttion and Perdition. — For the Love of Money 


is the Root of all Evil, which while ſome have coveted 
| after, 


( 22 } 
after, they have erred from the Faith, and pierced ibem- 
ſelves through with many Sorrows, — But «bon, 0 a 
of God flee theſe Things, 

Neither muſt we grant any Ceſſation of Arm, or 
ceaſe to fight againſt them one Moment; for this alſo 
gives them certain Advantage over us. — The Enemy 
is reſtleſs in tempting, and therefore the Chriſtian Sol- 
dier muſt not think of Reſt while he is in the Field of 
Battle. — 1 Pet. v. 8, 9. Be vigilant; becauſe your Ad- 
verſary the Devil, as a roaring Lion, walketh about, 
ſeeking whom be may devour. — Whom reſiſt freafaſt in 
the Faith, =—— _ 

5. We muſt keep our Ground, and never turn our 


Back, for there is no Armour for that Part. — Jam. iv. 


7. Reg the Devil, and he will flee from you. In no cafe 
muſt we yield a Point to the Enemy, but ſtill ſet our 
Face like a Flint againſt him, and learn to oppoſe him 
in all Shapes, without giving Way, in the leaſt.— Tis 
true, the Chriſtian at ſome times may be ſorely beſet, 
and ready to faint; but when this is the Caſe, there 
muſt be the renewed Actings of Faith on Chriſt, theſe 
bring in new Meaſures of Strength: for be giveth 


Power to the Faint, and to them that bave no Might, © 


be increaſeth Strength, Ia. xl. 29. This was the Pſal- 
miſt's Caſe, P/al. xxvii. 13. I had fainted unleſs I had 
believed, Pal. xciv. 17, 18. Unleſs the Lord bad been 
my Help, my Soul had almoſt dwelt in Silence. When 1 
ſaid, my Foot flippeth, thy Mercy, O Lord, beld me up. 
Laſtly, We muſt keep the Captain of our Salvation 
full in our Eye; and always keep in Remembrance 
that his Eye is upon us; this will make us, in the 
Strength of his Grace, reſolutely determine, that we 
will either conquer or die. — Never any who wete 
brought to this, ever fell a Prey to the Enemy.— He 
has the Crown in his Hand, and every View of that 
will animate us with freſh Vigour. — Be tbou faithful 
unto the Death, and I will give thee a Crown. of L4je, 
Rev. li. 10. 
SECONDLY, I Lave fimiſbed my Courſe." 443; 
* probable there! is an Alluſion in theſe — 
rica 
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rical Expreſſions in the Text, to the Exerciſes in uſe 


Games; and as in the other two, the Apoſtle ſeems to 


have in View that of a Soldier, Champion, or Wreſtler ; 


ſo in this, that of a Racer; one who is running for a 


Prize. The Chriſtian Life is frequently compared in 
Scripture to a Race, on Account of the Progreſs'we 


are to make in it, and the Neceſſity of holy Diligence 
and Activity, in order to our doing fo. By the Courſe 
then in the Text, which the Apoſtle fays he had fi- 


niſhed, and which all true Believers muſt finiſh, we are 


to underſtand that Meaſure of Obedience and Suffer- 


ings, alloted to every one, by the ſovereign Diſpoſal 


of a holy and wiſe God: for as in every Race, there is 


a certain definite limited Spot of Ground, over which 
they who run it, are to go before they can claim the 


Prize ; fo there is a certain Meaſure of Obedience and 
Sufferings, which every Chriſtian is to fill up before 


he enters on the Enjoyment of the Crown mentioned 


in the latter Part of the Text. Only we muſt carry it 


along with us, that we are not to draw the Parallel fo 
far, as to imagine that any one can claim the Crown as 
the Reward of his own doing and ſuffering ; by no 


Means, this is contrary to the whole Tenor of the 
Goſpel. But of this more afterwards, on the third 


Obſervation.—The finiſhing of this Courſe, as we have 


explain'd it, carries theſe following Things in it. 
1. Diligence and Painfulneſs in doing and working 
for Chriſt, and Patience in ſuffering for him; in the 


Strength of divine Grace, endeavouring to bear and 


do his Will, without quarrelling or repining. — En- 
gaging in Duty with Alacrity and Chearfulneſs, not 
like Perſons who are driven to it, and have a Force 


put upon them; but like them who know and feel 
that Obedience is their Life and Privilege, as well as 
Duty; and being aſſiduous and diligent in it, ſo as to 


abound in the Work of the Lord. And all this in 
Oppoſition to lazineſs and loytering. — Men who run 


in a Race don't go at an ordinary Pace, they exert their 
utmoſt Vigour, and put themſelves on the Stretch. To 
- 8 


— . T FD, WIERD PO RR-GS —— EEE > : 


eren 


— 4." 


yn”. 


— 


RE Ee rr Es 


— 3 
c. e: * 
3 
— ——p_—_ you _— ——  — 


. 
n — — x 


c — Nr — 
eee 
8 — Ae AE: <7 ee 


9 
* — . ˙ - ES ESE 


—— 44 ADSTE ER Ia bwuDWwCcC 


oem nt err 
rr A or ee ET EREn 
4 — — — - 4 ms 


mw MR 


HFigb- Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. 


( 24) 


this Purpoſe the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Phil. iii. 13, 14. Bre- 
thren I count not myſelf to have apprebended; but this 


one Thing I do, forgetting thoſe Things which are be- 
hind, and reaching forth unto thoſe Things which are 
before, I preſs toward the Mark, for tbe Prize of the 


2. A keeping the Lord's Way, and making Pro- 
greſs in it, without going aſide, either to the right Hand 


or to the left. Racers muſt not go out of the Courſe to 
make it ſhorter or eaſier to themſelves; *tis contrary 
to Rule, and they who do ſo, have no Title to the 


Prize. Even ſo Chriſtians muſt not ſtudy their own 
carnal Eaſe, by going out of the Way of Duty or Suf- 
fering, when the Lord calls them to either the one or 


the other. Univerſal Obedience without any Reſerve, 


is that which Jeſus Chriſt calls for from all his Diſci- 
ples, John xv. 14. Ze are my Friends, if ye do wHAT- 
SOEVER I command you, Grace ſooner or later brings 
them to this, P/al cxix. 6. Then ſhall I not be aſhamed, 
when I have Reſpect to all thy Commandments, v. 128. 
Therefore J eſteem all thy Precepts concerning all Things 


to be right, and JI hate every falſe Way, — When he 


calls us to Sufferings, and bearing the Croks, we muſt 
not in a ſinful Way decline them; for this is to go out 
of the Courſe, and ſuch as have done ſo, have in the 
End, paid dearly for it. — Whatever Duty, whatever 
Croſs is laid in our Way muſt be ſubmitted to: for in 
no Caſe will the Lord ſuffer us to pick and chooſe, or 
to ſtand and diſpute with Duty. — Jonah did ſo, and 


went out of the Way of the Duty the Lord called him 


to, but he brought him back by weeping croſs. — 
Peter went aſide out of the Way — the Croſs, when he 
was called to confeſs his Lord in a ſuffering Condition; 
but he met with that in his Way, that made him go 
mourning to his Grave. — Inſtances of this kind are 
ſet before us, that we may beware of treading in the 
ſame Steps, and that we may always remember that 
neceſſary Word, ſo run that ye may obtain, 1 Cor. ix. 24. 
Moreover, we mult make Progreſs in this Courſe ; 
for as Racers ſtrive to get before others, and to be firſt, 
. 10 


(25) 
ſo Chriſtians ſhould ſtudy a holy kind of Emulation, wid 
g0 before one another, by ſeeking to excel, 1 Cor. xiv. 12, 

3. To the finiſhing of this Courſe, belongs a keeping 
from every Thing that unfits us for it, or is a Hindrance 


to us in it; I mean the Luſts and Corruptions of our own 


Hearts, and the Temptations and Snares with which we 
are ſurrounded on every Side. — Theſe are like Weights 
to the Chriſtian, which make him go a ſlow Pace, and 
move heavily in the Way of God, — Heb. xii. 1. Let us 
lay afide every Weight, and the Sin which doth fo eafily be- 


ſet us, and let us run with Patience the Race ſet before us. 
To this ſame Purpoſe the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Cor. ix. 25. 


And every Man that ſtriveth for the Maſtery, is temperate 


in all Things : Now they do it to obtain a corruptible Crown, 
but we an incorruptible. I therefore ſo run, not as uncer- 


tainly : So fight T, not as one that beateth "the Air: but I 


keep under my Body, and bring it into Subjefion : leſt that 
by any Means, when I have preaches the Goſpel to others, 


1 myſelf ſhould be a Caſt-away 
. Laſtly, the finiſhing of this Courſe implies, a perſevering 


therein to the End without fainting, or giving over; if we 
do ſo before we come to the Goal, we have done with 
the Prize. — If any Man draw back, my Soul ſhall have 
uo Pleaſure in him, Heb. x. 38. But he that endureth to 
the End, the ſame ſhall be ſaved, Mark xiii. 13. Oh how 
many have ſeem'd to ſet out fair in this Courſe, and to. 
run well for ſome conſiderable Time, who yet have tired 
before they came to the End of it, and thereby have fal-. 


len ſhort of the Prize! Ze did run well, who did hinder 
you, that ye ſhould not obey the Truth ? Gal. v. 7. In Op- 


poſition to this, we are commanded 70 run with Pa- 
TIENCE the Race that is ſet before us, Heb. xii. 1. to hold 
on in an even ſteady Courſe, without ' fitting down, or 


looking back, bur like the Racer, keeping our Eye prin- 
cipally on that Part of our Way, which lies between us 
and the Goal, forgetting the Things which are behind, and 
_ reaching forth to thoſe Things which are before, Phil. iii. 13. 


And when we thus ftedfaſtly and unweariedly hold on to 
the End, then do we indeed, in a ſtrict and proper Senſe 


finiſh our Courſe, — _ 
TriRDLY, I have kept the Faith, 
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By the Faith here I humbly conceive we are principally 
to underſtand the Word and Doctrine of Faith; the glo- 
rious Goſpel. — 0 Tis true, the Grace of Faith is not ex- 
cluded; for the Doctrine of Faith cannot be kept in 
the Senſe of the Text without it: But it is the firſt 
which is chiefly meant. — The Word Faith is often 
taken in this Senſe in the New Teſtament. As vi. 
7,—And a great Company of the Prieſts were obedient 


to the Faith, — xxiv. 24. Felix heard him concerning the 
. Faith. Rom. x. 8. That is the Word of Faith which we 
"preach — Gal, i. 23. Preached the Faith he once de- 
ſtroyed — and in many other Places. — Now the Word 
of the Goſpel may fitly and properly be called, The Faith, 


on theſe three Accounts, bo 1 

1. Becauſe it is the Ground and Warrant of Faith; 
that which lays a Foundation for our believing: for 
there can be no Divine Faith without a Divine Teſti- 
mony or Record, and this we have no where but in the 
Goſpel. If God had not given us ſuch a Teſtimony, 
believing or truſting in him would have been the higheſt 
Preſumption in guilty Creatures, we ſhould: have had no- 


thing to ground it upon. Kom. x. 14. How can they 


believe in him of whom they have not heard? Faith is the 
believing a Report, the Record God has given concern - 
ing his Son. Ja. lit. 1. 1 John v. 10, 11. The Goſpel 
is this Report, this Record, which aſſures the Sinner that 


it is lawful and warrantable for him to believe, and ſo 


far from being Preſumption, that he ſins if he does not 
It lays down no Foundation indeed for Per- 
fons to believe inſtantly and at firſt that they were ele@- 


ed, and that Jeſus Chriſt died for them in particular. I 


know no Word of God that warrants any Man to believe 
this: For theſe are Things not to be known but by 
Faith and Holinefs, — But it aſſures us, that Chriſt Je- 
ſus is a Saviour of Sinners, and that the chief of them 
may warrantably come to, and truſt in him for Salvation: 
It aſſures them, that God ſo loved the World, that be 
gave bis only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him 
ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. That he ſent 
not his Son into the World to condemn the World, but that 
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The Sinner viewing this Divine Warrant, this ſure Ground 
for Faith, believes that if zs @ faithful Saying, and worthy 


of all Acceptation, that Feſus Chrift came into the World 
to ſave Sinners, of whom he ſees, and is perſuaded, 
that he is the chief, 1 Tim. i. 15. And upon the Foun- 
dation of the Word he cloſes with, and truſts in the Sa- 
viour for eternal Salvation : For the Word of the Goſpel 
and Faith are Correlates, there is no ſeparating of them. 


It at once contains the Ground of Faith, and the Thing 


to be believed. 
2dly, Becauſe Faith is the great Duty which it requires 


of Sinners, to whom it is publiſhed and declared, Mark 


xvi. 16. i. 15, Believe the Goſpel; Go preach the Goſpel 
to every Creature, he that believeth ſhall be ſaved, — This 
is his Commandment, that we ſhould believe on the Name of 
his Son Feſus Chriſt. 1 John iii. 23. Hence we read of the 
Obedience of, or to the Faith, Rom. i. 5. and xvi. 26. 
Faith is the firſt Act of acceptable and evangelical O- 
bedience which the Soul puts forth, and it is that which 
ſtamps a Value on all its after Obedience: For without 
Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God.---This is the great 


Reaſon why Miniſters in preaching the Goſpel are com- 


manded to inſiſt ſo much on Believing, it is the great, 
the comprehenſive Duty which it requires: For it unites 
the Soul to Jeſus Chriſt, and influences it to all other 
Acts of holy Obedience, and enables it to be fruitful in 
every good Word and Work. 

3. Becauſe it is the great Mean and Inſtrument in the 
Hand of the Holy Spirit for the working, nouriſhing 
and perfecting Faith in the Soul. There is a Word of 
divine Appointment paſs'd upon the Goſpel of the 
Grace of God, conſtituting it the ordinary Mean for 
working Faith in the Souls of Men ; hence it is called, 
The Word of Faith, Rom. x. 8. and ver. 17. Faith cometh 
by hearing, aud hearing by the Word of God.---It not only 
is in its own Nature the Ground and Foundation of 
Faith, and contains the great things neceſſary to be be- 
lieved, but it alſo by the Spirit of God's breathing on, 
and putting a ſovereign Efficacy in it, produces the thing 
itſelf, and is the great Mean by which the Sinner is con- 


quered i into behering 2 Cor. x. 4. For the Weapons 2 
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our Warfare are not carnal, but wks: through God, to 
the pulling down of firong Holds, caſting down Imagina- 


tions, and every high Thing that exalteth itſelf againſt the 
Knowledge of God, and bringing into enn every 


Thought to the Obedience of Chriſt. 


And as it is the Mean of begetting, ſo it is alſo of 


nouriſhing this precious Grace, hence the Apoſtle Peter, 


firſt Epiſt. Chap. i. 23. and Chap. ii. 2. points out the 
Word of the Goſpel, as both the incorruptible Seed, and 
the incorruptible Food of that new Life, which is com- 
The Word is 
the ſame thing to Faith, that Food is to our Bodies, it 
nouriſhes and ſtrengthens them, and withour it we ſhould 


ſoon grow weak and die. The Word when it comes with 


new Power, excites the Soul to the renewed Exerciſe of 


Faith; and we all know that every Principle is ſtrength- 


en'd by repeated Acts. — The Word is the proper Food 


of Faith, and a Chriſtian can no more live without it, 
than our Bodies can be ſupported without the daily Uſe 
of Meat and Drink. Fob xx1ii. 12. I have eſteemed the Word 


of his Mouth, more than my neceſſary Food, Thy Words were 
found, and I did eat them, and thy Word was unto me the 
Joy and rejoicing of my Heart, Jer. xv. 16, Moreover, 
it is that which perfects Faith, and gives the finiſhing 
Stroke to it in the Chriſtian's Soul, when he 1s paſſing 
into the eternal World. 

Then he ſees that nothing can bear the W eight of his 
Soul, but that Word, where he dropt the Anchor of his 
Hope, when he firſt believed; that Word which has been 
the Stay and Support of his Soul, during the Whole of 
his pilgrimage Journey; he views it now V with Delibera- 
tion, and from a Perſwaſton that it 1s faithful and worthy 
of all Acceptation, embraces it, cloſes his Eyes in Death, 
and launches into the unſeen World, venturing his eter- 
nal All upon it. —And then Faith indeed is finiſhed: for 
in the 5 World, the Chriſtian opens his Eyes in ever- 
Jaſting Life and Glory, where Faith is turned into Viſion. 
Muſt not this Word then, my Brethren, which is of ſuch 
excellent Uſe to us, both living and dying, be a precious 
_ Thing, and well worth the keeping? Which brings me 
more immediately t. to the — of the Duty in 
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the Text, with Relation to it 1 have kept the Faith, 


In general it imports two Things. 
1. That it is committed to us as a ſacred Depoſitum, 


or Truſt for which we are to be accountable. —— *Tis in 
a a ſpecial Manner indeed committed to Miniſters, but not 


excluſive of private Chriſtians: for the Faith is deli- 
vered to the Saints, and they are all of them to keep, 
and contend earneſtly for it, Jude ver. 3. Tis, I ſay, in 


a ſpecial Manner committed to Miniſters ; hence the A- 
poſtle, 1ſt Chap. of this Epiſtle, v. 14. ſays to Timothy, 


That good Thing which was committed unto thee, keep by 


the Holy Gboſt, and 1ſt Epiſt. vi, 20. O Timothy keep that 


which is committed to thy Truft, — In both Texts *tis 


expreſs'd by one Word in the Original, rapaxaratyxm, 


which ſignifies a Depoſitum or Truſt, ſomething that is 
committed to one to keep, according to the Will and 
Inſtructions of him who commits it to him, and for which 


he; was committed to my Truſt, 1 Tim. i. 11. 
This is what in the Text he calls he Faith, which, he 
ſays, he had kept, and he makes this ſolemn Declara- 


tion of what had been his own Practice, with Relation 


to it, that Timothy, and all faithful Miniſters to the End 
of the World, might keep the Faith as he had done. 
How then are we to keep it? I anſwer, we are to keep 
it believingly in our Hearts, which includes the daily 


Exerciſe of the Grace of Faith, or the believing the Goſ- 
pel with particular Application for our own Salvation; 
without which we ſhall never be able to keep it in the 


Senſe of the Text. If the Truths of the glorious 


Goſpel are not ſavingly inlay'd in our Hearts, who are 


Miniſters ; if we are not able, in ſome Meaſure to ſay, 
Me ſpeak that we know, and teſtify that we have ſeen, we'll 
make but a poor Account of that goodly Truſt which is 
committed to us. Our Hearts are to be Repoſitories 
for the Word, where we are to keep it as a precious Trea- 
fie, T, + 4 Word bs bave J hid in 2 — Pal, cxix. 11. 


— — 


Now we can be at no Loſs to 
know what this was, which the Apoſtle ſays, was com- 
mitted to the Truſt and keeping of Timothy, it was even 
that which was committed to himſelf as a Maniſter, 
namely, the glorious Goſpel of the bleſſed God, which (lays 
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( 30) 
Let the Word of Chrift dwell in you richly, in all Wiſdom, 
Col. iii, 16, If we have felt the ſaving Power of it on 
our Hearts, we ſhall love to have it dwelling, and be 
careful to keep it there. Again, we are to keep it 
faithfully, prudently, and edifyingly in our Lips, both in 
publick Preaching, and private Converſation ; and truly, 
if we have the Belief of it in our Hearts, we ſhall love, as 


we have Opportunity, to talk of it; for it is a common 
Saying, and a true one; that which is neareſt the Heart, 
is neareſt the Mouth, — It is ſaid concerning Levi, Mal. 


ui. 6, 7. The Law of Truth was in his Mouth, and he did 
turn many away from Iniquity : for the Priefts Lips ſhould 
keep Knowledge, &c. Moreover, we muſt keep it uni- 
verſally in the Whole of our Walk and Converſation be- 
fore the World, that every Part of it may be agreeable 
to that holy Goſpel we profeſs. — Not only is it thus 
to be kept by Miniſters, according to the Duties of their 


Station and Calling, but by all private Chriſtians too ac- 
_ cording to theirs — Brethren, here is one Way, in which 


we may, and ought to be all Preachers, as the Apoſtle has 
it. Phil. ii. 15, 16. That ye may be blameleſs and harmleſs, 
the Sons of God without Rebuke, in the Minds of a crooked 


and perverſe Generation, among whom ſhine ye as Lights 


in the World, holding forth the Mord of Life. —— Exem- 
lifying the Truth and Holineſs of it in every Part of our 
Valk. ---- In this Manner are we all in our ſeveral Places 
to keep the Faith which is committed to our Truſt. 

2. It imports that ſuch is our Situation in the World, 
that if we are not very careful thus to keep ihe Faith, 
we ſhall be in Danger of loſing it. — Satan the grand 
Enemy of Jeſus Chriſt, and of the Peace and Salvation of 
Men, has a particular Enmity, a deadly Spite againſt 
the Faith, and no Wonder ; for it is the great Engine | 
by which his Kingdom is battered down and deftroyed.-- 
Therefore he ſeeks by all Means to corrupt and deſtroy 
the Faith : For as the Strength of his Kingdom lies in 
Darkneſs, and the Goſpel being the Light which maketh 
manifeſt his Devices, if he can but eclipſe the 904 of 
that Light, or in any Meaſure deſtroy it, his Work is 
thereby ſo much eaſier among Men, Various are the De- 
vices and Inſtruments he uſes for this Purpoſe ; ſome- 
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times he rages againſt the Faith, and raiſes Pefſecution of 
one Kind or other againſt the faithful Confeſſors of it, 
but in no Age has he ſucceeded greatly by this Device. 
Sotnetimes he caſts out of his Mouth a Flood of Error, 
Rev. xii. T5. and thereby endeavours to root ont the Faith, 
and though he has been more ſucceſsful this Way than 
the other, yet in the Iſſue the Truth has always proved 
victorious, and been more firmly rooted and eſtabliſhed. 
Yea ſometimes he makes Uſe even of ſome of the Chil- 
dren of God themſelves, and by them endeavours to 
corrupt the Faith. Thus we have often ſeen that even holy | 
and good Men, by unwary Conceſſions to the Adverſaries j 
of Truth, and by a falſe Moderation and miſtaken Cha- "1 
rity, have done great Harm to the Intereſt of the Goſpel 3 1 
Yea many otherwiſe worthy and valuable Men, and real 
Friends to the Truth, have many Times done t 
Harm by indulging ſome peculiar Noſtrum or other, 
and where this is the Caſe we often find they ſhew more 
Zeal in Defence of ſuch Opinions than of all the Truths 
they hold. —— By theſe and many other ſuch Methods 
the Faith is in Danger of being corrupted, and we in 
Danger of lofing it ; and therefore we are by all Means 
to ſeek, get and keep it, as we would do our Life, — 
In Things pertaining to the Faith we are to follow no 
Man be he ever fo great, holy, or learned, further than 
he has the Word of God on his Side. And it is not e- 
very Pretence to Scripture that in this Caſe ought to ſa- 
tisfy us; we muſt look narrowly with our own Eyes, 
and examine Doctrines and Opinions with the ſame Care- 
fulneſs we would do ſuſpicious Coin, by bringing them 
to, and trying them by the Touchſtone of the Word, 
weighing them in the Balances of the Sanctuary, and ſee- 
ing whether they come up to the full Value of the Stan- 
dard fixed there. Seeing then we are in Danger of 
loſing the Faith, through the Heedleſneſs, Indifferency, 
and Lukewarmneſs of ſome, and the cunning Craftineſs of 
others, who lie in wait to deceive, great Need have we 
to be diligent and faithful in keeping the Faith, that 
we may approve ourſelves to him who has committed 
this goodly and precious Truſt into our Hands. And 
if we would do ſo, we muſt keep it found and intire in | 
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— World, which he embraced with ſuch Affection 


1 


6329 
Oppoſition to all who would rob us of any Part of 5 it 
For in no caſe are we to part with, or tamely yield the 
ſmalleſt Fragment of Truth. — And in order to this, tis 
neceſſary we ſhould be well acquainted with our Bibles, 
and with the Syſtem of Truths taught there, with the 
neceſſary Connection there is between one Truth and ano- 
ther, and then we ſhall ſee the Worth of what ſome may 


account but a ſmall Matter: For tho' tis granted, every 


Truth in Religion is not of equal Importance; yet when 
we conſider, that the ſmalleſt Truth has ſuch a neceſſary 
Connection with the greateſt, as a Part has with the Whole, 
we ſhould part with none of it.— Again, we muſt keep it 


pure, and by itſelf, in Oppoſition to ſuch as would mix it 
with their own vain or pernicious Notions, In a particular 


manner Miniſters ought to keep it pure and unmixed in 
preaching it. To this Purpoſe the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 2 Cor. 

I. 17. For wwe are not as many which corrupt the Word of 
God : but as of Sincerity, — but as of God, in the Sight of 


God ſpeak we in Chriſt. — The Word is moſt powerful 
when it appears in its own native Plainneſs and Simpli- 


city; — not only when it is not mixed with Error, but 


when it is not mixed with the vain and unprofitable Con- 


ceits of human Eloquence and Oratory, ſuch as become 


not the Majeſty and Gravity of the Word of God, — 


Hence the Apoſtle extforts Timothy in keeping the Faith, 


to avoid profane and vain Babblings, and Oppoſitions of 


Science falſely ſo called, 1 Tim. vi. 20, — Moreover, we 
muſt keep it in an honeſt ſincere upright Manner, in 


Oppoſition to all Sale or Surrender of it.—Buy the Truth, 


ſays the Spirit of God, and ſel] it not, Prov. xxiii. 23, 
Buy it at any Rate, and fell it at no Rate, —The World 
will be making its Offers to us, to part and give up with 


ibe Faith, to ſave our Name, Credit, Eaſe and Wealth, 
or to purchaſe them; but we muſt hearken to no ſuch 
Offers, they who do ſo, are like Children who part 


with Jewels for a Trifle, Some indeed are ' weak 
enough to do ſo, the Apoſtle ſpeaks of one in the 


Context, v. 10. Demas hath forſaken me, having 0 
this preſent World, And O what a poor and fool 
Bargain did he make! to give up with he Faith for a 


and 
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pitied the one, and envied the other. 
muſt keep it with undaunted Reſolution and Courage, in 
Oppoſition to open Violence, which the Enemies of the 
Goſpel ſometimes uſe when they would forcibly rob us 


(33) 
and Choice, as the Word ſignifies, — Hadany one been 


preſent when Demas was a dying, and ſeen how the 
World made then a perfidious Retreat from him, when he 


ſtood moſt in need of Comfort, and compared his Manner 
of leaving it with that of the Apoſtle in the Text, who 
kept the Faith, and let the World go, he would ſurely have 
Once more we 


of the Faith, We muſt not be afraid of their ſtout Words, 


or high Looks, their Threatenings or their Scoffs; we 


muſt keep and hold the Faith as we would do our Life, 
ea, we mult part with the one ſooner than the other. — 
hus did the noble Company of Martyrs who are ſet be- 
fore us as an Example in this, Rev. xii. 11, And they 


overcame by the Blood of the Lamb, and by the Word of 
their Teſtimony, and they loved not their Lives unio the 
Death. — We muſt in Spite of all Oppoſition, hold faſt 
the Form of ſound Words, in Faith and Love, 2 Tim. 1. 


13. And contend earneſtly (like Perſons in an Agony, as 


the Word is) for the Faith once delivered to the Saints, 


Jude ver. 3, —— I come now to the 
HI. Obſervation. To encourage all the ſincere Ser- 


vants of Jeſus Chriſt, to fight the good Fight, to finiſh 
their Courſe, and to keep the Faith, there is a Crown of 


Righteouſneſs laid up for them; an Eternity of Bliſs 
awaits them in the other World. 

Here again, the Apoſtle Cons 7 to allude to what was 
uſual in the Olympian Games. — At thoſe Exerciſes there 
was a Judge who order'd the Games, appointed Laws to 
the Contenders, by which they were to conduct them- 


ſelves, and then adjudged the Crown to the Conqueror. 


— This Crown was hung upon the Mark, or Goal, in 
View of the Contenders, to animate them to exert their 


utmoſt Skill and Vigour, and not to give over, till by the 


Laws they were intitled to the Prize. Henceforth there 
is laid up for me a Crown. — What is this Crown? The 
Scripture ſhall anſwer this for me, There it has three 
Names given it.—A Crown of Life. Rev li. 10. Be thou 
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faithful unto Death, and 1 will give thee a Crown of 20. 
A Crown of Glory. r Pet. v. 4. And when the Chief Shep 
herd fhall appear, then ſball ye receive a Crown of Glers, 
which fadeth not away.—And here in the Text, a Crown 
of Righteouſneſs. — How great are theſe Bleſſings, and 
how exactly ſuited to our Condition! Life, Righteouſneſs 
and Glory! But when we add eternal to them, how greatly 
is the Bliſs accented ! May I be allowed further to ſay, in 
Anſwer to the Queſtion, what is this Crown ? that God 
himſelf is it. —I am warranted by his Word to ſay fo, 
Laa. xxviii. 5. In that Day ſhall the Lord of Hoſts be for a 
Crown of Glory, and for a Diadem of Beauty unto the Re- 
due of bis People. Whatever Reference theſe Words may 
have in their primary Meaning, to the Safety and Pro- 
ſperity of the People of Fudab ; tis certain, in their ulti- 
mate and full Meaning, they reſpe&t the everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs and Glory of his People in the heavenly State: for 
as one well obferves on the Place, Whatever Glory 
&« and Beauty is attributed to the moſt flouriſhing State 


© of the Church on Earth, is certainly true in a more 


a elevated Senſe of immortal Felicity, with God in Hea- 


ven.“ — The Dignity and Happineſs of Human Na- 
ture, in its State of primitive Integrity, conſiſted in its 


reſembling the divine Image, in Knowledge, Righte- 
ouſneſs and Holineſs; but when thro' Sin, we loſt and 
defaced that Image, we might truly ſay, the Crown 1s 
fallen from our Head; wo unto us, we have ſinned. —The 
great Deſign of the Goſpel, is to reſtore the Human Nature 
to its former Dignity ; yea, I may ſay, it is now exalted 


above what it would have been, if Adam had never ſinned, 


by being taken into a perſonal Union with the Divine | 
Nature, when the Son of God aſſumed it. We begin | 
to be reſtored to this Dignity, when we are renewed in | 
the Spirit of our Minds by the Grace of God, in Rege- 
neration, and when Holineſs is compleated in Heaven, 


then the Crown, ſpoken of in the Text is ſet on our 


Heads; for then we are put in Poſſeſſion of that Glory 
and Happineſs, in full Conformity to the Divine Image, 
to which we were predeſtinated, and called by the Grace 
of God, — The Crown of Life, Righteoufneſs or Glory; 

then 
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then is his conferring Life, everlaſting Righteouſneſs nd 


Glory on us, of which Himſelf is the inexhauſtible Foun- 


tain, — He is their Life, with thee is the Fountain of Life, 


Pal. xxxvi. 9. He is their Light and Glory, Iſa. Ix, 19. The 
Lord ſhall be unto thee an everlaſting Light, and thy God 
thy Glory. — He is their Righteouſneſs ; for they wil for- 
ever ſhine in Heaven, adorned with that compleat Robe, 

that ſpotleſs, and every Way perfect Righteouſneſs, which 


is put upon them by Him, whoſe Name is, Jenovan 
OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. — In a Word, He is the All of 
their Happineſs, the Center of their Reſt, the Maintainer 

of their Peace, the eternal Source of their Pleaſure and 


Joy. — O bright! O glorious Crown! never fading and 


everlaſting! how amazing is it that * of Adam s ruined 


Race ſhould be thus adorned ! 


There are two Things remarkable in the Words 


concerning this Crown, which I ſhall do little more 


__ mention, that I may haſten to the Application. 


, *Tis here faid to be 2 Crown of Righteouſneſs, 
which the Lord the Righteous Judge ſhall give We are not 


to imagine, that it is called a Crown of Righteouſneſs, 


becauſe it is merited by the Saints, as if it were the Re- 
ward of their own Righteouſneſs, their own Doings and 
Sufferings ; by noMeans, —The whole of Salvation, from 
firſt to laſt, is owing to the meritorious Efficacy of the 
Obedience and Sufferings of Chriſt ; his perfect Righte- 
ouſneſs and to nothing elſe, — Hence we are ſaid to reign 


in Life, — and Grace reigns through Righteouſneſs, unto 


eternal Life, through Feſus Chriſt, Rom. v. 17.21. The 
Giſt of Cad is eternal Life, through Jeſus Chrift our Lord, 


Ch. vi. ult. And how can it otherwiſe be? for the 
Strength which is neceſſary, to enable the Chriſtian to do, 


and the Patience to ſuffer the Will of God, is as much of 
Grace, as the purchaſing the Inheritance itſelf is. 
The ſame Grace that has purchaſed the one, freely be- 
ſtows the other, as a neceſſary Preparation for it. — 
Whatever Noiſe has been made about Merit on Earth, 
there will be no Merit heard of among the Saints in Hea- 


ven, but the Merit of that Blood that purchaſed Hea- 
E 2 ven, 
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ven, that fitted them for it, and brought them there. — 


And yet it is a Piece of diſtributive Juſtice in the Lord the 


Righteous Judge, to beſtow this Crown : *Tis agreeable 


to his original Purpoſe and Deſign concerning them; *ris | 
agreeable to his gracious Promiſes in his Word, on which 
he has cauſed them to hope; and theſe Promiſes being 
made firſt to Chriſt, (who is the firſt great Heir of Pro- 
miſe) as the Purchaſe of his Blood, or the Fruit of his 
fulfilling all Righteouſneſs ; *tis an A of Juſtice to be- 
ſtow the Reward which yet agrees welt with its bang) a 

Free- gift. 


2, *Tis ſaid to be laid up for them : where is it laid up? 


in Heaven, yea I may ſay in God kimſelf: For our Life 


is bid with Chriſt in God, Col. iii. 3. Tis in a ſure 
Hand, Enemies can't come at it; they may . us 


of our earthly Subſtance and of our Lives too, but our 
Crown is above their Reach. Moreover, it ſpeaks out 


the Purity, the incorruptible Nature, and the Perpetuity 
of the Enjoyments of the Saints in Heaven, nothing 


that is ſubject to withering or decay can have place 
there, "tis a Crown that fadeth not away, 1 Pet. v. 4. 


tis pure unmixed Glory that will be ever growing. ----- | 
But, alas! we talk in the Dark when we ſpeak of this 
Subject, and often-times multiply Words without Know- 
ledge : For when our Minds have gone their utmoſt | 


Length, as far as they are capable, in our preſent State of | 


Darkneſs and Imperfection: [I don't mean, in giving 
Scope to Fancy, but even in the Way of believing, and 
keeping in the Tract of Holy Scripture], When I ſay | 
we have gone our utmoſt Length in contemplating this 
Glory, we are beat back on that ſweet and wonderfully | 


great Word, 1/a. lxiv. 4. For ſince the Beginning of the | 
World Men have not heard, nor perceived by the Ear, nei- 
lber hath the Eye ſeen, O GOD, beſides thee what be | 
Hat prepared for him that waiteth for him, f 


There is one Thing more in the Text which I ſhall juſt | 


touch in a curſory Manner, and that is, the believing | 
Aſſurance which the Apoſtle had of this Crown's being | 
laid up for him, Henceforth there is laid up for me. O 


the Sweetneſs there is in this Word, for me! Which 
| God 


may have a ſecret Dread of his appearing, 


World to the End of Time. 
Perſons narrow and ſelfiſh, it does not incline them 
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God the righteous Judge ſhall give unto me! When the Be- 
liever is enabled to ſay on good Grounds, What a refined 


Joy does it yield! "tis indeed Joy which is unſpeakable and 


full of Glory — and it ſinks the imaginary Glory of a pre- 


ſent World, yea and all our Trials and Afflictions too into 
nothing. Moreover the Apoſtle adds, and not to me only, but 


unto all them alſo that love his appearing.— The Holy Spirit 
has in ſeveral Places of the New Teſtament given it as 
a Part of the Character of the Children of God, that they 


love and deſire the ſecond Coming of Chriſt, Phil. iii. 20. 
For our Conver ſation is in Heaven, from whence alſo we look 
for the Saviour the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 1 Theſſ. 1. 9, 10. 


e turned to God from Idols to ſerve the living and true 
God, and to wait for his Son from Heaven, Heb. ix. 28, 


And to them that look for. him ſhall he appear the ſecond 
Time, Rev. xX11. 20. — Surely I come quickly, Amen. E- 
ven ſo, come Lord Feſus, — I will not indeed deny that 
true Chriſtians at Times, when under Fits of Unbelief, 
and may be 
ready to tremble at the Thoughts of it. 


tion of his Elect, in beſtowing upon each of them his 
Crown of Righteouſneſs, when he ſhall ſay, Come ye 


bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you 
from the Foundation of the World, Matth. xxv. 34. One 


Thing more I would remark, and then I have done; 
and that is, Tis evident the Apoſtle makes it one 


Ground of his Conſolation and Joy, that the Crown will 


be beſtowed on others as well as himſelf, even on all 


them that love his appearing, which comprehends all the 


Saints which have been, are now, or ſhall be in the 
Grace does not make 


to make a Monopoly of the Riches and Glory of the 
Kingdom into which it brings them, on the contrary, 
it enlarges their Hearts in a God-like Manner, and 

makes 


But I 
may be allowed to ſay, in this they act out of Charac- 
ter; when Grace is in Exerciſe they muſt, they cannot 
but love his appearing; and even at their loweſt: they 
cannot but love the End of his appearing, viz. That he 
may finiſh the Myſtery of God, and complete the Salva- 
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makes them rejoice that others are made Partakers of 
the ſame Dignity and Happineſs with themſelves, —— 

In this the Saints differ widely from them who wear 
Crowns in this World : For none of them can bear 
a Rival, much lefs endure an Equal, in their ſeveral 
Kingdoms, —— But in this Kingdom (as one well ob- 
ſerves,) There will be no Envy nor Jealouſies, but all 
* Kings, each with his Crown, and each rejoicing in the 


Glory of another; and all in his who that Day ſhall 


< be all in all. 
*Tis now Time to ſhut up what has been ſaid, with 
ſome practical Improvement. 
1. We may here ſee that this World is not our 


Home or Abode, no, tis only as an Inn; and no wiſe 


Man, when he is on a Journey, thinks of dwelling in 
his Inn, where he is only to lodge for a Night or 


two; on the contrary, as one who is weary of the Noiſe 


and Confuſion of it, he's glad, when the Time comes 
that he is to leave it. *Tis as a foreign Country to 
Travellers, through which they are only to paſs; and 
while they are paſſing through it, they ought to re- 
member they are not at Home — *Tis as a Theatre 
on which we a& our ſeveral Parts for a little Time, and 
then the Curtain drops, and we retire, — If we were 


always helped fo to maintain this View of Things, as that 


it ſhould influence the Whole of our Practice in making 
us diſpatch living Work, dying and leaving this World 
would not be ſuch a hard and ſhocking Thing, as alas! 
for the moſt Part it is: —— We would not find it ſo 
difficult to ſay with the Apoſtle in the Text, I am ready, 


and the Time of my Departure is at Hand. 


2. We may here ſee the remarkable Difference between 
Saints and Sinners, both in Life and Death. Grace 
teaches Saints in a holy ſelf-denied Manner to run the 
Race that is ſet before them, by aiming daily in the 
Strength of Divine Grace, to finiſh that Courſe of O- 
bedience and Sufferings which the Lord in Providence 


| ſets before them. They defire not to live in the 


World, but for his Glory and the Good of others. Sin- 
ners they look no higher in their Aims than the pleaſing 
them- 
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themſelves; and ſtudying their own Advantage in one 


Shape or other, —— The Way of the holy Command- 
ment, and the Way of the Croſs, the ſtrait and nar- 


row Way in which all muſt walk that would ſte 
Heaven, they all of them inwardly diſlike, and many 
of them ſhew it, though ſome of them are more 


open in this than others, —— And as they differ 
widely in their Lives, ſo do they alſo in their Death, 


Prov. xiv. 32. The Wicked is driven away in bis 


Wickedneſs, but the Righteous hath Hope in his Death. --- 
Oh the ſecret Horror and Anguiſh of Mind wicked Per- 
ſons fometimes feel, when they have the immediate 
Proſpect of leaving this, and going into the eternal 
World ! What dreadful Convulfions do the Love of the 
one, and the Dread of the other occaſion in their Minds! 
And if any of them at Times ſhow a Willingneſs to die, 


it proceeds either from Ignorance and Stupidity, or from 


a mad reſolute Deſperation, — But the Chriſtian, when 
under the Exerciſe of Faith, can with a Pleaſure and Joy, 
which is ſubſtantial and well-grounded, look into the 
unſeen World, and think of leaving this, without a 
reluctant Thought, can look the grim King of Ter- 


rors in the Face, without being afraid with any Amaze- 


ment; as knowing, he is now through the Death of 
Chriſt an unſtung Enemy. — This has made many of 


the Saints to go off the Stage triumphing, even when they 
have been in the Jaws of Death, ſinging that triumphant 


Song, Though 1 walk through the Valley of the Shadow of 
Death, I will fear no Evil, for thou art with me, Pal. 
xxiii. 4, O Death where is thy Sting? O Grave where is 
thy Victory? The Sting of Death is Sin, and the Sirength 


of Sin is the Law. But Thanks be to God, who giveth 


us the Victory, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Cor. xv. 
55, 50, 57. 5 1 
»Tis true, this is not the Privilege of every Chriſtian, 
to go off in this triumphant Manner; ſome are more in 
the Dark than others; but I may venture to ſay, all of 
them die in ſuch a Manner, as verifies that Word, Mark 


the perfelt Man, and behold the Upright , for the End of 


that Man is Peace, Pſal, xxxvii. 37. 
3. We 
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(49) 
3. We may here ſee Chriſtianity is not ſuch an eaſy 


Matter, as the Generality, even of the Profeſſors of Re- 
ligion are apt to imagine. It does not conſiſt in a 
few ſuperficial moral Changes in Life, nor in the recti- 
fying of ſome vicious Habits of Mind, nor in Perſons 
- denying themſelves the Uſe of ſome, or many of the 
- Comforts of Life, nor in practiſing great Auſterities on 
their Bodies, and the like; Pride and Self. righteouſneſs 
may carry Perſons a great Way in theſe Things, and 


vet they may be utter Strangers to the Life and Power 
of Religion. 


That Religion, which is the Work of the Holy Spirit, 
goes deep, even to the Bottom of the Heart, —— The 


Foundation of it is Union with Chriſt, and a new Nature, 
from which reſults Fellowſhip with him in his Death, 
whereby a deadly Wound is given to the Body of Sin, 


and the Chriſtian, at the ſame Time that he is made 
alive unto God, is made to die daily to it. — From gra- 
cious and ſpiritual Principles, he is enabled to proclaim 


War againſt the Enemies of Chriſt within him, the 
Luſts of the Fleſh and of the Mind; — Againſt all the 


Powers of Darkneſs alſo, and all their Auxiliaries ; he is 
reſolved, in the Strength of Divine Grace, no more to 
be found on their Side, but under the Banner of the Cap- 


tain of Salvation, to fight the good Fight, without 
making Peace with, or turning his Back upon the Ene- 


my, nor yet deſerting the Service, 
And oh how difficult is all this! Yerily the Kingdom of 


Heaven ſufferethb Violence, and the Violent take it by Force! 


They who think this eaſy, are Strangers to their own 


Hearts, and Strangers to the Religion of Chriſt. — 


But this is our grand Encouragement who are engaged in 


this good Fight, and are running this Heavenly Race 


that is ſet before us, fronger is be that is with us, than 
they who are againſt us. In due Time we Hall reap, if we 

fami not. | 
4. Here is Matter of Comfort and Rejoicing to all the 
faithful Servants and Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, under all 
the Trials and Hardſhips they endure in this World for 
his Sake, there's a glorious Crown laid up for them 0 
. e 


(41) 


the other World ; and when this Crown ſhall be ſet upon 
their Heads, they will forget all the Toil and Sorrow 


they went through in the Field of Battle ; yea, there is 
ſuch a holy Serenity of Joy, which at Times fills the 


Chriſtian's Soul, even in the hotteſt Conflicts he has with 


the Enemies of his Salvation, as more than compenſates 
the preſent Pain. —— So that on a juſt Compariſon, and 
ſtating of Things, he is conſtrained to ſay with the A- 
poſtle, Rom. viii. 18. For I reckon that the Sufferings of 
this preſent Time, are not worthy to be compared with the 
Glory which ſhall be revealed in us, — 


be over, but the Glory will laſt throughout Eternity, — 
And the Sufferings will leave no Impreſſions on the Minds 


of the Saints, but ſuch as will accent their Glory, and 


accent their eternal Hallelujah's above, — We have 
a remarkable Scripture to this Purpoſe, 2 Cor. iv. 17, 


For our light Afiction, which is but for a Moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal Weight of 
Glory. — How diminutively does the Apoſtle ſpeak of 
the one, while he calls it light, and only for a Moment? 
but how ponderous, how ſubſtantial, how maſly is 
every Word he uſes with reſpect to the other? There is 


not ſuch a Climax perhaps in all the Word of God, as 
there is in theſe Words; there is a beautiful Gradation 
upwards, which deſerves particular Notice; Glory! a 
Weight of Glory! an eternal Weight of Glory! an ex- 
ceeding and an eternal Weight of Glory! a more ex- 
ceeding and eternal Weight of Glory! a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal Weight of Glory ! What a rich Pro- 
fuſion (if I may ſay ſo) of Thought and Language is 


| here! There is not, as One well obſerves on the Place, 


& Such a ſublime and harmonious Expreſſion, as the A- 


poſtle here uſes, to be met with in other Authors, either 
Philoſophers, Poets or Orators ; for they had never ſuch 


high and excellent Objects to think or ſpeak of. He 
calls it, x d reg So 819 ure L 1⁰ E Js Ens; from 


Hyperbole to Hyperbole, a ſuper Superlative, a ſuper- 


latively excellent eternal Weight of Glory.“ Tis ſcarce 


poſſible, as judicious Commentators have obſerved, to- 


F render 


Not worthy to 
be compared indeed: for our preſent Sufferings will ſoon 
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(444 
render this ſublitne Paſſage into ahy Language, without 
ſome. of the Force, the Beauty 'and Strength of the Ori- 
gina! tran ſpiring in the Tranſlation, — In a Word, Hea- 
ven only will be a. ſufficient Coment on this great 
Text. — Oh how ſhould the believing Conſideration of 
this Glory fill our Hearts with ſplritual Conſolation, fo 
as to make us forget and deſpiſe all that is betwixt us 
and it! 0 Wars”; 
5. Hence ſee what Ground of Comfort as Joy we 
have, with Reſpect to ſuch of our Chriſtian Friends, as 
have fallen aſleep in Jeſus, and gone to their eternal 
Reſt. They have fought a good Fight, — have finiſhed 
| their Courſe, and are now entered on the Enjoy ment of 
the Crown, that glorious Reward of rich and Free Grace, 
which Jeſus has laid up for afl his faithful Friends and 
Followers. —— And ſhould not we rejoice in their Ha 
pinels, and be glad that they are forever ſet beyond fin- 
ning or ſorrowing any more? Surely if we were not ex- 
ceeding ſelſiſh we would, — And now, my Brethren, it 
may be juſtly expected, that I ſhould fay fomethii 
concerning that worthy Servant of Chriſt, our Dear ay 
Reverend Brother, whoſe Death we all ſo juſtly lament, 
and is the mouraful Occaſion of our Meeting at this 
Time. — And here, I own, there ſhould either be a great 
deal ſaid, or nothing at all, It is not indeed my Cuſtom 
to ſpeak any Thing concerning the Deceaſed on ſuch 
Occaſions, as I know the Practice has been juſtly blamed, 
as ſavouring of F lattery and PariegyHick 3 and” I freely 
on, we ought, to be exceeding cautious and madeſt in 
Caſes of this Kind, left while we do no Good to the Dead, 
we do much Harm to the Living, by making them 
imagine, that let them live as they lift, they all be 
praiſed from the Pu) pt when they are dead. But our 
dearly beloved Friend and Brother was no ordinary Per- 
ſon, either as a Chriſtian, or a Miniſter of the Goſpel ; 
and therefore, T hope, I ſhall be indulged in ſay ing a few. 
Things concerning his Character, in which I ſhall adhere 
religiouſly to what I know to be Truth. —That he was 
a Man of bright natural Parts could not be hid, it was 
evident to all who converſed with him, and thoſe Abyi- 
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| ties were greatly improved by diligent Study and exten · 


five Learning, in which he made great Proficiency at the 


Univerſity of Glaſgow, where he ſtudied Philoſophy and 
Divinity ſome Years; under the learned Profeſſors there; 
and took his Degree of Mafter of Arts before he left 


it. But like 4 Man of true Worth and Merit, he 
made no vain Sbew of his Learning; but on the con- 


trary, on all Occaſions endeavoured to hide it. — He had 


a lively Imagination, and a correct Judgment, which 
enabled him to deliver his Sentiments on any Subject, 


with ſo much Juſtneſs and Accuracy, as was truly de- 


lightful to all who converſed with him. 
As a Chriſtian, he was holy, tender and cireumſpect 
to a great Degree: For in all things be fhewed himſelf a 


Pattern of good Works, —— He was a cloſe humble. 


Walker with God; being in an uncommon Meaſure 


exerciſed unto Godlineſs; and this made him love, and 


ſtrictly practiſe the Duties of the Study and Cloſet. ---- 
He was tender and cautious in his Words, and though 
he had as great a Meaſure of a natural eaſy Eloquence 
as any Man 1 ever knew, being never at a Loſs for 
proper and juſt Expreſſions on all Occaſions, yet he 
was ſo far from cultivating this natural Gift, that in 
common Converſation and Company he ſeemed to lay it 
under ſevere Reſtraints. 

As a Miniſter of the Goſpel he ſhone with a peculiar 
Luſtre, was a cloſe hard Student, and I may ſay, made 
Conſcience of labouring in the Cloſet for what he de- 


| hvered in the Publick; and preached his Sermons to 
himſelf before he preached them to others. ---- It was 
eaſy to diſcover by gown he delivered, that he did not 


ſerve God with that which coſt him nothing, and that 
he was a wiſe Scribe inſtructed into the Kingdom, a 


Workman that needed not to be aſhamed, rightly di- 


viding the Word of Truth, and giving every one his 
Portion in due Seaſon, ——— _ 

He was certainly -a very great Maſter of Style, not 
only in Point of Juſtneſs, but alſo as to its Beau 1's and 
Elegancies, which made his Pulpit- Performances truly 
e to all who heard x — The Tung 
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Crown of rejoicing. 


(44) 
Turn his Genius had for Poetry made this exceeding 
eaſy to him, ſo that it was next to impoſſible for him 
to expreſs himſelf even on the meaneſt and moſt ordi- 
nary Subjects, but with the greateſt Beauty and Exact- 


nels. He was modeſt and humble, I had almoſt 
ſaid to an Exceſs, being ſo diffident of his own Abilities, 
that he was ready to prefer every one to himſelf; and 
this, tho' it made all his other Graces and Qualifications 
ſhine in the Eyes of ſuch as were true Judges of Worth, 

yet it often made him not ſo extenſively uſeful as other- 
wiſe he might have been: For many a one has made a 
more conſiderable Figure in Life than he did, with not 
the half of either his Grace or Learning, He was 


painful and diligent in all the Parts of his Work, and 


was one who indeed travailed in Birth, that Chriſt might 
be formed in Souls. — How ſucceſsful he was in this, 
eſpecially of late, the great Day of Accounts I beheve 
will diſcover, when they mall 5 805 as his * and 


He was pleaſant and deſirable in Life, * 1 may ſay 


more ſo at his Death: For when he came to the ſetting 
Point he ſhone out brightly, like the Sun in a calm ſerene 


Evening, he ſet without a Cloud. He had a full and 
unſhaken Aſſurance of his Intereſt in the Love of God, 

and bright Manifeſtations of that Love to his Soul, which 
made his Expreſſions of it on his Death- bed raviſhing to all 
his Chriſtian Friends who viſited him. With what Pleaſure 
and Joy did he often utter ſuch Expreſſions as theſe; O I 


long to be gone! Tlong to be gone, and freed from Sin and 


Sorrow! I. long to be where Jeſus is, to ſee him as he is 
I long to put off this mortal Body, that Mortality may 
be ſwallowed up of Life! Oh I would not return again 
to this World, it is indeed Cabul, a dirty and unplea- 
ſant World ! I ſhall ſoon be in that ſhining World, in 
Immanuel's Land, where Glory dwells for evermore, — 

His Love has left a Perfume, a ſweet Savour in my 
Heart, and Eternity itſelf will be too ſhort to praiſe 
him. Oh what a Covenant, what a Rock have we 


to reſt upon! how firm it is! 0 what Comforts, what 
| Conſolations ve T ha en it! With ſuch Joy as 


this 


C45) 
this methinks 1 could bear the burning of this Fever 
throughout Eternity, and not feel it! I know that my 


- Redeemer liveth!- this is Glory begun! I am filled with 


God! O how faithful is God! He has ſaid to me that 
he would fatisfy me with Life, and I am fully fatisfied. 

— I want nothing but to have the Clay Walls of this 
Body broken down. — Oh I never ſaw ſo much as 1 d 


now! I want a whole Eternity to praiſe! 


When he was firſt taken ill of the Fever, he al. me 


and ſome other Chriſtian Friends he apprehended it 


would iſſue in Death, and gave this Reaſon for it, that 
for ſome Months paſt he had had ſo much of God in ſecret, 
that he never met with any thing like it. — He parti- 
cularly mentioned how much Dr. Owen's Declaration of 
the glorious Myſtery of the Perſon of Chriſt God and 
Man, had been bleſs'd to him, eſpecially the laſt Chap- 
ter of that Book, concerning the Exerciſe of the Media- 
tory Office of Chriſt in Heaven, and the State of the 
Worſhip there. And when he ſpoke of that Subject, it 
was with ſuch Elevation and Fervour of-Spirit as was like 
to overpower Nature, — He often ſpoke. with great 
Pleaſure of his ſpending the Week before he was taken 
ill among his People, converſing with them about the 

State of their Souls, when he found to his unſpeakable Joy, 
that upwards of twenty Perſons he hoped had been ſavingly 
wrought upon of late under his Miniftry ; which made him 
cry out, — O amazing that I ſhould be honoured to be 
in any Meaſure uſeful in the Church of Chriſt. He fre- 
quently ſpoke with great Affection of his People, ſaying, 


O my little Flock! nothing in this World is ſo near my 


Heart as that Handful of People I ftand related to. 


O Sir, ſaid he to me, Let that little Flock have a Place 


near your Heart. — Some Time before he died, he ſaid 
to one, Oh the amazing, the aſtoniſhing, the uncon- 


ceivable Glory of the other World! what Diſcoveries 


have I had of it this Day! I long, I long to be there! 1 


muſt have an Eternity to praiſe ! O the unſpeakable, the 


ſubſtantial Joys I feel! my Life is hid with Chriſt in 


| God! — To another he faid a little before his Death; 
bo am Nang ready to join the gencral Aſſembly and Church 
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(46) 
of the Firſt- born, I am juſt ready to out the Vietory! 


I beſeech thee ſhew 6; thy Glory 


Theſe and many other ſuch gracious and ſweet Ex- 
preſſions dropt from him during his Ilinefs, and many 
more might have been gathered, but his Friends often 
interrupted him, and deſired he would ſpare himſelf, and 
not ſpeak ſo much.—- One Thing I think is very remark- 
able, that tho' his Fever was a very bad one, and he a 
ſtrong robuſt Man, full of Fleſh and Blood, yet it never, 
ſo far as I could fee, and I ſaw him very frequently, it 
never, I ſay, once ſeized his Head, or impaired his 
Judgment; but he had the full Exerciſe of his Reaſon and 


Speech to the laſt, and O what a glorious Uſe did he 


make of both ? 
What he Was, as a Huſband and a Brother, you who 


are his mourning Relations need not be told he has 


a Teſtimony in your Hearts and Conſciences, and you 
have Reaſon to bleſs God ever you ſtood ſo nearly re- 
lated to ſuch a Man. — May the Lord ſanctify the un- 
ſpeakable Loſs you have ſuſtained, and enable you by 


his Grace, to leave the ſame ſavoury Memorial behind 


you he has done, 
He had a Generoſity in his Temper, that was oppo- 
ſite to every Thing that was mean, and his Liberality to 


the Poor knew no Bounds, but what his Circumſtance 


ſet to it, which were but ſtraitned : But what Providence 
denied him this Way, was made up by the cheerful, the 
willing and ready Mind, with which he gave what he 
had ; and he always choſe to do it in a very private 


hidden Manner; for he never ſounded a Trumpet. There 


was a {weet Mixture of the fine Gentleman, and the hum- 
ble ſincere Chriſtian, in his Carriage and Deportment : 
for he had a great Meaſure of that Courteſy, which pro- 
ceeds from a ſincere, and a friendly Mind, — His Con- 
verſation in Company was ſavoury and edifying : for his 
Lips were always dropping what had a Tendency to ex- 
cite that Spirituality of Mind and Diſcourſe, which is 

Life and Peace. 
In a Word, I may ſay, chat (ſetting aſide the una- 
voidable Filings incident to the beſt of Men, in the wy 
| . tent 


— — 
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ſent imperfect State) there are few Perſons in Life, of 
whom it might be more truely ſaid, that he was blameleß 
and harmleſs, and without Rebuke., 

And as for you who ſat under his Miniſtry, and were 
bleſs'd with his Labours, wherewithal ſhall I comfort 
you? Your Loſs is indeed exceeding great, I had almoſt 
ſaid” irreparable. Time permits me not to ſpeak ſo 
fully to you as I would incline; I ſhall only mention two 
Scriptures to you; and leave them with you. One is in 
Pſal. xviii. 46. The Lord liveth, bleſſed be my Roc: and 


let the God of my Salvation be exaltad.— Your Miniſter, 


it is true, is dead, but the great Miniſter of the New 
Teſtament liveth, the Reſidue of the Spirit is with him, 
and to him you muſt go by Faith. — Pray that he may 
pour out of his Spirit on others who are left behind, and 


that he may ſend forth many faithful Labourers into his 
Harveſt.— Pray, in a particular Manner, that he may 


bleſs his other Servant in this Place, and pour out a 
double Portion of his Spirit upon him, that his Labours 
may be as much bleſſed to you, as thoſe af vont Jace 
dear Paſtor now with the Lord were. 

The other is, Heb. xii. 7. A tem wha bave 
fpoken the Word of God to you, whaje Faith follow, con- 
fidering the End of their Conver ſation,' & c. — Remember 
the Words of Truth, which from Time to Time you 
have heard from the Lips of your late worthy Paſtor 
and remember, that tho* Miniſters die, yet the Word 


| ſpoken by them in the Name of the Lord, dieth not: 


for it is a living Word that endureth for ever,— Believe 
it, my Brethren, hg Word of the Foſpel you have 


The Day this 3 was preached, the e Mr. 
H ——, Paſtor to the other Congregation at /ethersfield, told 
me he had ſome Reaſon to think, that the Congregation lately 
under Mr. Harriſon's Care, or the greateſt Part of them, would 
join with his People, without looking out for another Miniſter, 
which made me ſpeak in this Manner to them, But ſince 
that Time, we have found that in this we were nia — But 
in writing out this Sermon for the Preſs, I had no Freedom to 
leave out what I then ſpoke, which I hope will give Offence to 


None, 
| heard 


1 | | (48) 

10 | heard fiom Time to Time, will follow you into the 
6 other World, and will there witneſs either;for or: againſt; 

in: you, according to the Entertainment you have 

1 it. — Remember! the holy Converſation with which he 
j 


backed his Preaching among you, whereby he exem- 
3 his Doctrine in à lively Manner, and adorned it. 
Will | Eh how dreadful:ic will be for any-of-you to periſh from 
it | umher ſuch a Miniftry! But, Bretbnen, we are perſwaded 
[i | F bitter Things of * you, and Things that I" Rs 
8! [18 l we this peut, Heb. vi. 9. 
= "Lafth, Let vs- all be exhorted to enter deeply. ak 
the Confideration-of- the great Purpoſes in this Text, and 
„ to endeavour, in the Strength of Divine. Grace, to he Foł- 
j Towers of them, who through Faith and Patience, do now 
* inhetit the Promiſes. That when we come to the utmoſt 
Point of Life, and have the boundleſs Proſpect of the 
eternal World before us; we may then, when we are 
ſnuͤtting our Eyes in Death, have it to Ry, with this 
bleſſed Apottie, Jam now ready, and the Time of my 
ture is at band, I have fougbt a good Fight, I — 
Finiſhed my Courſe, 1 have kept the Faith. \Heuceforth 
there is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which 
the Lord the Righteous Fudge ſhall give me at that Day, 
and not to me only, but to all them Wes that Jaw, 455 
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